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~ GUEST OPINION

Restorative

Justice holds
wrongdoers
accountable

By Deb
I read with interejt the editori
“Growing youth viglence is ditgpma‘l
turbing” in the Titves-Call. Youth
and acjult violenceare perpetuat-
ed by “a culture that accepts and
r.ve_n encourages violence as a so-
ution to disagreement and that
viewsrevengeas a naturalre- .
sponse to injury.” With the bar-
rage of vxolen,ce/condoned on tele-
vision, moviés, games and even
pohtu;al ISsues, can we expect
an%:mng different?
as a socie
gvpgnsibility wsgif};at;,:?ss:g;m '
W en we perpetuate the “eye for
2 u:iyﬁ plnlqsoplw and believe
P shment is the only response
wr:)vrogggiomg, we get more
ngdoing. When we hold people
accountable for their actions and
guide them to make things right
and make better choices n the fy
ture, we see a shift in betavior,
Tlusxs\yhatweseemguhrl i
re;tlolrztlve Jjustice. - v
ngmont, we are firtuna
to have restorative justice as a :'eé-
Sponse to crime and conflict, In-
stead of responding touziury with
g:orﬁ of the same, restorative Jus-
th‘:;r :::ctiiso ﬁ:o%c: accguztable for
113 e i
bility for repairing ﬁg{:ﬁo&m ,
ave done. A young nai who wey
cently completed a résorative
process after a fight pthis Schoo)
s:xd', That was way harder thap
gi éhng suspended, but I an: glad |
1d it.” He worked to make hings
right for himself, thecomn
and others involved ih the f t

Although it was harde

r
Standard punishment, he he
 ga tOhave;-estoréd the vilims’

as well as s self-esteem. |

The Longmeont City Council and
police have proyided the wisdom
and.courage to.be leaders in sup-
porting restorative justicefor . .
many years. Our local restorative
justice nonprofit, Teaching
Peace, brings people involved in
crime and conflict together to
make agreements about how the

offending party will repair the
harm they have caused. These
peaceful, albeit intense, process-

' es are based on respect, relation-
ship, responsibility, repair and
reintegration. More than 95 per- -
cent of those who participate are
satisfied with their experience.

But does it work? .
Yes. Ninety percent of the time,
the offenders do what they agree

to do to repair the harm not only -

for the victim but also for the

community. Those who complete
their agreements reoffend 10 per-
cent of the time within one year.
In the traditional criminal justice
system, recidivism ranges from -
50 percent to 70 percent. We must
ask ourselves why we continue to
support a system with such weak
outcomes when a better way ex-
ists, especially when we continue
to spend more money on that sys-
tem than we do on our schools.
Did you know it costs more to in-
carcerate a juvenile for a year
than it does to send him or her to
Harvard?
Restorative justice is largely
" facilitated by trained volunteers
from our community, men and
women who exemplify a peaceful
response to crime and conflict.
They are a dedicated group com-
mitted to shifting the norms of vi-
olence with a civil, restorative so-
lution. Teaching Peace is a leader
in the field of restorative justice
and trains people regularly.

If you have an interest in being
part of the solution in our commu-
nity, you can find more informa-
tion on the program and on the
upcoming March 13 orientation at
www.teachingpeace.org or by

calling 303-776-1527.

Deb Witzel is executive director for Teaching
Pﬁpce/l.ongmont Community Justice Partner-
ship.




